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NORTH BRITISH RAILWAY STUDY GROUP

Greetings on the publication of another
Mailing. In no particular order, the
thoughts of Chairman Robin.

Last month saw the 180th anniversary
of the first train by the fledgling North
British Railway to travel all the way from
Edinburgh to Berwick. The intention had
been to try and organise some form of
group travel on a suitable train but a
lack of numbers and a perceived lack of
anything to do around Berwick NBR-wise
meant it did not take place.
However…..
A provisional outing to Northumberland
and in particular “The Wannie Line” is
on the cards on Thursday 3 September,
providing there is a big enough
commitment from members and/or
friends and partners.
The idea would be to depart from
Morpeth Station and travel to West
Woodburn, who would be delighted to
let us look around. From there to
Falstone Station followed by lunch at
the Pheasant Inn. Then on to Bellingham
and the museum which includes much of
railway interest.
After that a combination of Reedsmouth
(if permission can be obtained), Scotsgap
and Meldon.
Like everything else, coach hire is not
cheap and the Group cannot subsidise, so
I need to know who wants to go soon.
Hopefully I will have managed to email
everyone by the time you read this and
you will already know but basically I
need to know by 2 August if you want to
participate.
Even if you have already said yes, tell me
again as I have been having email problems.
This Newsletter gives an update on the
D34 and the 7mm wagon kit which is
selling very well.
Modellers will be interested in the Scalefour
Skills Day at Linlithgow on Saturday 29
August. This is intended for modellers of
any level of skill. The Group will be in
attendance, and best of all it is free!

AGM
The 2026 NBRSG AGM will be held on
31 October.
Please see the enclosed Advanced Notice
for further details.

Scottish
 Traders’
 Wagons

 Vol. 3
Traders
N to Z

By
  Ed McKenna

 &
    Mike Williams

This completes the three-volume survey
of private traders’ wagons in Scotland.
A further 409 traders, the majority either
coalmasters or coal merchants, are
discussed, giving information about well
over 1,250 businesses across the three
volumes and providing details of about
50,000 wagons.
Some of the coal merchants described in
this volume had large wagon fleets and
have interesting histories. James Waldie
was one of the first Scottish coal
merchants to purchase his own wagons
and built up a fleet which, at its maximum,
totalled 404 wagons. Robert Taylor of
Dundee registered just under 200
wagons with the Caledonian Railway and
established branch offices in Arbroath
and Montrose. The United Collieries
venture to consolidate Lanarkshire
coalmasters’ businesses into a concern to
rival the Fife Coal Co. ran into financial
trouble almost as soon as it started.
Another type of merger, this time at the
instigation of the Government, put the
surviving shale oil producers under unified
control immediately after the end of
World War One.

www.lightmoor.co.uk
Price for NBRSG Members  £30.00
Price for non-Members  £35.00
     P&P    £4.00

sales@nbrstudygroup.co.uk

PUBLICATIONS

The Scottish Branch of the Railway
Correspondence & Travel Society indoor
meeting programme - Season 2026-2027.

Function Room,
Scots Guards Club
2 Clifton Terrace
Edinburgh, EH12 5DR

Please note that the venue is not wheelchair
accessible but is Stairlift equipped.
There is no admission charge but
members and visitors are invited to make
a donation to assist in defraying the cost
at the conclusion of each meeting.
Meetings are 2½ hours duration -
2.00pm - 4.30pm

Thursday 10 September 2026
Thursday 15 October 2026
Thursday 12 November 2026
Thursday 10 December 2026
Saturday 16 January 2027
Saturday 18 February 2027
Thursday 11 March 2027
Thursday  8 April 2027

www.rcts.org.uk

RCTS MEETINGS

There is also information regarding the
FSLS Perth Conference on the separately
enclosed booking form.
Your Committee are considering if there
is enough interest to once again have a
stand at Model Rail Scotland 2027. This will
be dependent on Members coming forward
and willing to help. Please let the Exhibition
Manager know if that includes you.
Advance notice of the AGM, to be held
on Saturday 31 October, is also included
with this mailing. We intend to live
stream the AGM for the first time to
Members who are unable to get to the
venue. Details on how to join will be
emailed out to those Members who have
agreed to contact by email.
As always, I look forward to seeing as
many of you as possible on the day, ideally
offering assistance to the Committee!!!
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West Coast Railways (WCR) who operate
the Jacobite steam train between Fort
William and Mallaig, have been in dispute
with the Office of Road and Rail regarding
their use of Mark 1 carriages which had
not been fitted with centralised door
locking. This is now a requirement for all
operators on the mainline.
WCR had been using BR ‘blue and grey’
Mark 2 air conditioned carriages in 2025,
receiving complaints for their lack of
traditional character.
The line is also known as the ‘Hogwarts
Express’ after its appearance in the Harry
Potter films which included filming at
Glenfinnan viaduct.
The heritage train carries around 70,000
passengers annually on two daily round trips.
The tourists it brings is seen as of significant
economic benefit to local businesses.
On Sunday 14 June, engine 44871, an
exLMS Black 5, derailed at Mallaig while
running round its train. Fortunately only
the rear axle of the tender came off the
rails and no one was injured. The tender
was re-railed by the evening and the engine
returned to Fort William. ScotRail trains
had to be replaced with buses, normal
service resuming by the Monday morning.

The named LNER express service between
Edinburgh and London has since the start
of the summer 2026 timetable, returned
to its traditional departure time of
10am from Edinburgh Waverley while the
departure from Kings Cross is 10.30am.
The service itself dates back to 1862 and
officially adopted the Flying Scotsman
name in 1924. From then on, it became
famous for its simultaneous 10am
departures from London Kings Cross and
Edinburgh Waverley. Latterly, the name had
been associated with the early morning
service from Edinburgh, leaving before
6am and with no northbound equivalent.

The fifth extended narrative in ‘Kirkcaldy’s
Heritage in 50 Objects’ series, has been
published by the Kirkcaldy Civic Society.
With the original project completed, these
supplementary ‘Objects’ allow further
research and railways will be covered in
two separate narratives.
Initially the focus will be on how and why
the ‘Iron Rails’ arrived in the Lang Toun
in 1847, while the building of the
infrastructure, the branch lines which
served industry and its revolutionary
effect on Kirkcaldy will feature in the
second episode.
The full story, augmented by visuals, can
be found at:

www.kirkcaldyin500objects.com

Mallaig Flying Scotsman Kirkcaldy
ON AND ABOUT THE (exNBR) LINE

Thanks to Alan Simpson & John Yellowlees for
their contributions with additional material from
The Courier & Advertiser, The Fife Free Press,
The Herald, Network Rail, Railscot.co.uk, The
Scotsman

More than 1,600 people have now signed
a petition to reopen the Dunfermline to
Alloa railway line. It was started by the
Scottish Greens and calls to "restore
public transport links between Fife and
Clackmannanshire".
A direct line between Dunfermline and
Alloa has existed for more than 175 years
but passenger services ceased in 1968.
Passenger services were reinstated between
Stirling and Alloa in March 2008, with the
line between Alloa and Dunfermline
open for freight. Use of this section by
coal trains to Longannet ceased in 2016
with the closure of the power station.
Currently, the only direct option for public
transport from Dunfermline to Glasgow
is by bus; a train between the two areas
would take two hours and two changes.
A report was published in November last
year and set 2029 as the target for
service completion but would be reliant
on significant community support and
investment.

Alloa

Art Along the Borders

Fife Electrification
After a community engagement held at
Thornton Town Hall, Network Rail has
delayed the planned 14 month closure from
12 May, of the bridge along Main Street,
next to Glenrothes with Thornton station.
Over 170 people responded, raising
concerns over the detour along the A92,
the effect on bus diversions and the loss of
passing trade to business along the route.
In Kirkcaldy, Bennochy Bridge immediately
north of the station, was closed from 12
May for work to allow its replacement.
Before the bridge can be demolished mid
October, existing utilities will need to be
diverted. Work is expected to be
completed by June 2027.
Meanwhile, work continues on the
installation of OHL masts south of
Kirkcaldy and along the line to Leven.
At Cardenden station, work has started
on a new footbridge, located to the south
west of the existing footbridge,
positioned centrally to serve both
platforms. This will include lifts, improving
accessibility to both platforms. Work is
expected to be completed by early 2027.

Organised by ScotRail, the Borders
Railway Community Partnership and The
Great Tapestry of Scotland, a national
schools artwork competition resulted in
nearly 200 entries being submitted.
A collection of twelve winning designs by
pupils will be displayed as posters at
stations along the Borders Railway line.

Whitrope
Whitrope Heritage Centre is based in
two railway carriages at Whitrope Siding,
just off the B6399 between Hawick and
Newcastleton.
It houses a vast selection of old railway
relics from the Waverley Route and
other Borders railways, plus old photos
and a display of how the railways were
built.
Due to a reduced number of available
volunteers, the centre will need to
operate on a very limited, ad hoc basis in
2026.

www.wrha.or.uk

A celebrated railway sculpture that had
been stored for over two decades, has
been relocated to Springburn station.
‘Heritage and Hope’, created in 1989 by
renowned artist Vincent Butler, depicts a
railway worker and his daughter, guiding
the figure of hope, symbolising the area’s
proud locomotive building heritage and
the generations of families who helped to
shape Scotland’s Railway.
After the closure of Springburn Museum in
2001, the sculpture was placed in storage
until local artist Mandy McIntosh stepped
in to ensure it was preserved in 2024.
Working with Network Rail, ScotRail as
well as local community groups, such as
the Springburn Shopping Centre and
Springburn Unity Network, the sculpture
has now been restored and placed at
Springburn station.
Network Rail supported the restoration,
casting a new plinth and installing it in a
prominent position on platform one,
where it will be seen by the hundreds of
thousands of passengers who use the
station each year.
The installation aligns with broader
plans to improve Springburn station,
with future phases potentially including
accessibility upgrades and frontage
enhancements.

Springburn
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Rails of Sheffield
Following on from their exclusive run of
NBR bogie carriages being produced for
them by Rapido Trains UK, Rails have also
announced a NBR version of Rapido’s
open carriage truck and horsebox.
As with the carriages, these are from
their ‘Evolution’ range and are a generic
design offered under various railway
company identities, and are not an exact
model of any NBR prototype.

The open carriage truck represents a
4-wheel pre-grouping era version that is
16 ft in length and includes a suitable load
with a horse drawn wagon lettered for
Robert McDowell & Son Edinburgh.

The horsebox represents a 4-wheel pre-
grouping era version that is 16 ft in length,
with a single Groom’s compartment.
As with the carriages, these are available
to pre-order direct from Rails of Sheffield.

www.railsofsheffield.com

The NBRSG first 7mm model wagon kit
has been well received. This has been
commissioned from the Scottish Wagon
Works and is 3D printed.

Intended as an improved version of the
earlier (1907) 16 Ton wagon, the 18 Ton
mineral wagon was developed in 1919,
introduced in 1920 and were built over
the next 3 years latterly by the LNER. The
wagons were uprated to 20 tons during
the second world war and withdrawn by
the 1960’s.
Development of the earlier NBR Dia.97;
LNER Dia. 26B 16 Ton Mineral Wagon is
under way, with a planned release either
late 2026 or early 2027 with the NBR
Dia.119: LNER SSA Dia.53B, 12 Ton
Loco Coal wagon under consideration.
Further information and photographs of
the 7mm kit are on the Groups website.
Price for NBRSG Members  £38.00
Price for non-Members  £45.00
     P&P    £4.50

sales@nbrstudygroup.co.uk
Work on a 4mm kit of the vertical door
‘late-condition’ 18 Ton wagon is currently
under way.

D34 Glen
At the time of going to press with
Newsletter 157, your committee
received an update from Sonic Models on
their 4mm model of the D34 Glen.
An engineering prototype had been sent
from the factory in China for evaluation,
and was first seen in public on the Rails of
Sheffield stand at the Model World Live
exhibition held on the 25 & 26 April at the
NEC in Birmingham.
In advance of this, Sonic sent several
images to the Chairman, some of which
are included below.

A reminder that the NBRSG have an
exclusive Limited Edition model of 408
GLEN SLOY in 1913 condition, only
available through the Group.
Details on the NBRSG website.

www.nbrstudygroup.co.uk

NORTH BRITISH RAILWAY STUDY GROUP

Mineral Wagon Kit

Lothian Railway Models first carriage kit
is for the 1873 NBR Sleeping Carriage.
Believed to be the first sleeping carriage
in Britain, it was built by Ashbury and was
used on the London to Edinburgh
services as part of the NBR’s contribution
to the East Coast Joint Stock.

Initially available in 4mm, a 7mm version
is planned to follow.
Just released is the 1899 NBR prize cattle
van. This was to a War Office specification
and its primary use appears to see it used
as a horse box.

www.lothianrailwaymodels.com

Having taken over the Hattons ‘Genesis’
range of generic pre-grouping carriages
in OO, these are now appearing in
Accurascale's own range.
Revealed at Modelrail was a pair of
‘Scotsman” 6-wheel PBV in LNER livery.

While the sides are a reasonable
representation of the NBR prototype,
albeit without the correct lower waist
panelling, the roof profile is incorrect
being an elliptical arc and not segmental
as used by Holmes.
It should also be noted that evidence
suggests that only one vehicle (3251)
received the promotional livery.

www.accurascale.com

Accurascale

Lothian Railway Models

Ballast Wagons
We still have the last remaining examples
of our 4mm Ballast wagon kits, suitable
for 00, EM and P4.
K004 NBR Dia. 87, LNER Dia. 30B
8 Ton, 3-Plank Drop-side Ballast Wagon.
Built between 1895 and 1907
K005 NBR Dia. 86, LNER Dia. 29B
8 Ton, 3-Plank Drop-side Ballast Wagon.
Built 1903
The kit consists of a one piece resin body,
a specially commissioned brass detail etch
and MJT w-irons, as well as white metal
castings for the spring and grease
axleboxes.

sales@nbrstudygroup.co.uk
Suitable NBR era transfers (4820) are
sold separately from Old Time Workshop.

MODELLING NEWS
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New Members: We are pleased to extend a warm welcome to the following new members:

Mr. D. Smith 32 Townhead, Inverbervie, MONTROSE, DD10 0PN caleyjumbo@gmail.com

Mr. C. Tennant 15 Wayfaring, Westhoughton, BOLTON, BL5 3UT chgtennant@virginmedia.com

Mr. A. Arthur 150 Granton Road, EDINBURGH, EH5 3RF andy@magnificentoctopus.com

Mr. L. Marshall 50/7 King’s Road, Portobello, EDINBURGH, EH15 1DX lawrence@btinternet.com

Dr. G.A. Morris Gustav liis Boulevard 1, SOLNA, SWEDEN, 16972 Drcassiar@yahoo.co.uk

Dr. C.E. Stocks 12 Fishermans Walk, STIRLING, FK9 5GG stockce@lne.co.uk

Mr. A.K. Parrish KINROSS

Email Only change:

Mr. G.R. Foster g1drggarethfoster@gmail.com

Mr J. Rennie postalbay@outlook.com

Lapsed: In the absence of any subscription payment for 2025-26, the following 11 memberships have been lapsed:

Membership No. 258, 477, 642, 693, 765, 771, 803, 874, 879, 881, 886

There are 322 active full members recorded for the Group

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

NORTH BRITISH RAILWAY STUDY GROUP

Pop-Up Designs
Expanding their range of railway buildings, the latest release from Pop-Up is a laser cut plywood kit of Corrour Station House.
This is in addition to their existing kit of Corrour Signal Box and Cottage.

Also just released is a kit to make up
      into a Scotch Derrick crane.

The Scotch Derrick is a specific type of derrick crane that was extensively used in railway goods yards, quarries and industrial
settings across Scotland where heavy lifting was required. This model is based on the beautifully reclaimed and reconstructed
quarry crane that can be seen in Ballater. www.popupdesigns.co.uk

Please email items for the next Newsletter to newsletter@nbrstudygroup.co.uk or post them to the Newsletter editor:
Ian Terrell, 48 Caiystane Avenue, EDINBURGH EH10 6SH no later than 10 November 2026

The North British Railway Study Group is a registered Scottish charity, Number SC044351
Website: www.nbrstudygroup.co.uk

Thank you to those members who were
able to assist with the Group’s stand at
Perth.

We will be attending with the Group’s
stand at the following exhibitions.

Two are new for us, Scalefour Society
Anniversary Skills Day at Linlithgow is a
one day event, free to attend while the
Edinburgh & Lothian's Miniature Railway
Club will hopefully become a regular
fixture in our calendar.

Any member who is able to assist with
manning our display stand, even for an hour
or two, please contact:

exhibitions@nbrstudygroup.co.uk

MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITIONS

EDINBURGH
5 & 6 September 2026,
George Watson’s College,
69 Colinton Road, Edinburgh, EH10 5EG

www.elmrc.co.org.uk
FALKIRK

21 & 22 November 2026,
Forth Valley College, Grangemouth Road,
FALKIRK, FK2 9AD

www.falkirkmrc.com

LINLITHGOW
29 August 2026,
Low Port Centre, 1 Blackness Road,
Linlithgow, EH49 7HZ

www.scalefour.org

Fife Heritage Railway
Members of Fife Council’s Levenmouth
area committee agreed in April to a
£20,000 contribution towards the
£480,000 project to build an exhibition
hall at Kirkland Yard in Leven.
The hall will provide dedicated space for
the display and interpretation of
Levenmouth’s railway and industrial
heritage. It will house historical artefacts,
interactive exhibits, offering visitors an
immersive experience. The hall will be
designed to accommodate school groups,
local organisations and tourists.
The centre attracted 7,535 visitors last
year and is seen as an important
attraction to bring visitors to the area.

www.fifeheritagerailway.co.uk


